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Bale of Hay - we need you!
Our daily food bill is in excess of $150, mostly because of the extraordinary drought
conditions we are currently experiencing. Times are tough. Any sponsorship you can
offer us would greatly be appreciated. As Christmas is just around the corner, maybe
you would like to make a one-off gift or commit to financially giving on a regular basis –
weekly, fortnightly or monthly. Maybe you would like to give to us as your way of giving
to others. If you do so, and you give us the details, we will send a thank you card as
acknowledgement of your gift, and either send it to yourself or to the person you are
giving on behalf of. We know Jesus is the reason for the season and that giving is a
reminder of the greatest gift of all. Thank you for partnering with us to give new life,
trust and hope to not only our rescued horses but to the people whose lives they touch.

Hope from a Horse -- Squirt
Meet Squirt. He is our Christmas pinup boy. And what an amazing quarter horse he is.
He came to us in June with an injury from his reining competitions. He had been
rehabilitated for a period but did not appear to be getting better. He was given to us so
that we could continue this process for the two injuries we believe he has. The first, a
suspensory ligament injury needs complete rest – not too much activity. Definitely not
being ridden, but not even moving about much. So Squirt is kept in the small round
yard. We have put wood chip in to make the ground softer and he goes for gentle
walks outside the yard but for all intents and purposes, it is like Squirt is a prisoner.
Are you a prisoner, captive and in bondage in some way? For some people, bondage
might be to childhood trauma or abuse. For some it might be an inability to love people
fully, or you might feel bitterness to others or anger to God. You may have insecurities
that rob you of friendships or you may be held captive by a critical and judgmental
heart toward people. Doubt, discouragement, loneliness and a chronic lack of
satisfaction can be other reasons for our captivity, to name but a few. The good news
is, Jesus came to set the captives free no matter what binds them; He came to bind up
the broken hearted no matter what broke their heart; He came to open the eyes of the
blind no matter what veiled their vision. All we need do is believe in Him and get to
know Him better. Once we accept Jesus, He can change our prison and what holds us
captive, if we let Him.
When you get to know
Squirt you see how his
prison is really his playpen.
We often find his feed
bucket floating in his water
bucket – like he is playing
boats. We leave bits and
pieces in the yard for him to
play with. He loves flinging
his feed bucket in the air.
Squirt needs more toys.
Perhaps this Christmas you
can donate money to Hope
Reins so we can buy some
for him.
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The Fight for Sight
This year has been marked in Ruth and Kylie’s minds as well as many of our volunteers as the year we had to fight
for sight. We have had a number of horses with eye injuries. We started with Toby at the beginning of the year who
eventually lost his eye. We then had Holly and Esther both with abscesses and requiring intensive treatment.
Chauvel, Roanie, Jaxon have also had injury and now Toby Too has developed a sore eye. The vets are equally as
puzzled as us as to how so many horses have been injured. We have spent a lot of money ensuring we have good
fencing, our paddocks are clean and yet we are fast becoming very experienced at treating these injuries. We think
that the dry conditions may be in some way causing such a spate of these injuries, but it is only a theory. We continue to give the horses the best care we can – and it certainly requires a team effort.

Resilience - Sunshine Beach
On Wednesday afternoons, Hope Reins
hosts a group of young people from
Sunshine Beach High School.
Part of the learning they are experiencing is about resilience. Resilience is the
ability to bounce back in the face of adversity and overcome the obstacles in
our lives. Resilience is about perseverance. We all need the quality of perseverance in our lives.
The bible talks about how perseverance
builds character and character builds
hope (Romans 4:5).
The stories of our rescued horses are good examples of resilience and the activities the group are involved in help
with goal setting, contributing, belonging, communicating and connecting – all positive behaviours that build or
show resilience in our lives.
Photo above: Volunteer Amanda and Students and staff from Sunshine Beach High School with Jaxon.

Shade Sail

Logan
Logan has joined the
dog volunteer team.
Born on July 12th
2014, she is a very
headstrong young lady
with a love of people
and being the centre of
attention!! Logan is
currently learning some
manners, but has already had a great impact on both participants and volunteers.

Oliver Twist may have dreamed of “food glorious food” but for us, particularly as this hot weather has hit so quickly,
it is “shade glorious shade.” In October our shade sail was reinstated. You may have seen in a previous newsletter
how our original shade sail crumpled in a freak wind storm. But it is resurrected and is now stronger and better
than before - as well as being a beautiful blue. Thanks to Cooloola Sails for giving us a great price.
But now that we have one sail, – “please sir, can we have some more?”

Dan Steers and Double Image

In June we had the privilege of hosting a clinic at Hope
Reins run by Dan Steers of Double Dan Horsemanship. This
world renown horseman was running a clinic in Kingaroy and
had some days spare, so it was put out on Facebook that
they were available. We jumped at the chance. In the
morning we had a show with Dan Steers presenting some of
what his horses can do and talking about horses in general.
This show was for participants and their families, our
volunteers and some other invited guests. It was incredible
seeing the skill of man and equine.

Dan Steers with ‘Please’, sitting on his bean bag

Dan’s stallion, Double Image wowed the
crowd with his on-queue rearing. He looked
magnificent. Dan then had him sitting down
on a giant beanbag! After a BBQ lunch,
Dan Steers conducted a clinic on basic
horse handling for some of our volunteers,
with others learning by watching on. It was
a great day. Hopefully we will have them
back next year – and we will open the gates
for everyone to enjoy.

Young Volunteers

HOLLY

I like hanging out with
the horses because
its fun and I love
learning about them.
I have gained
confidence with
talking to people and
working with horses.
I’m learning to trust
other people and the
horses.

ASHLEE

Knowing that I’m
helping really
motivates me to do
my best. I love
making new friends
and I love the
environment at Hope
Reins.

GRACE

AMANDA

I love it when I come
here, that I don’t
have to be afraid to
make mistakes, for
the atmosphere of
friendship is
amazing. I love
working with horses
and making new
friends. It’s
awesome.

I’m motivated to be
at Hope Reins
because the horses
inspire me to do my
best and whatever
comes my way I
can overcome it
with God.

I love to come to
Hope Reins and work
with the horses. I
love it a lot.

CONNOR

ZESS

I love to be at Hope
Reins because I
learn a lot and its
just a great place to
be at.

I like coming to Hope
Reins because its an
opportunity to do
things I normally
wouldn’t do, like
working with the
horses and feeding
them etc.

BELLA
I love coming here
because every week
I feel like I accomplish something new.
I’m always up for
learning new things.
I have created a lot of
friendships with
humans and horses.

SHARNI

NAOMI

I love… teaching a
horse, speaking their
language, building
friendships with
participants and
volunteers, and
hearing stories from
people and seeing
how God has used
this place to bless
them and help them
work through tough
stuff in their life.

.

Prayer

Spectacular! Amazing! Perfect!

Praying for our ministry is the
most important thing you can
give us. If you would like to be a
regular prayer partner, we
would love to hear from you.
Please pray for rain and
abundant grass.

Riding on Roanie was like flying over the world or jumping
over the moon. It was the first time I’d ever been on a horse
and I loved it. I got to turn Roanie, ride Roanie, talk to
Roanie. It was like we were one. If I could describe the ride
in three words it would be spectacular, amazing and
perfect. There was NOT one thing I didn’t enjoy today. It
was WAY too cool. Jasmine (11).

Donating
Hope Reins is a not for profit
organisation. Donations of $2
and over are tax deductible.
Please contact us for direct
debit details or make cheques
payable to Hope Reins Inc.
Secure donations can also be
made on our website through
PayPal. We are immensely
grateful for every person who
has or will support Hope Reins’
vision and ministry.

Roanie is our miracle horse. Orphaned as a foal at 3
months she has also overcome cancer and given birth to
Yasha – which is its own miracle story. To read Roanie’s
story see our website: www.hopereins.org.au

Trees & Gympie Special School
This year we have had members of the senior class at Gympie Special School
coming out with their teachers. The boys have been responsible for planting trees
that will form part of a vegetation buffer along our fence line and will also serve
hopefully as a bit a of a wildlife corridor. Thanks to Gympie Regional Council who
recently gifted us 200 trees which we get from Landcare a little bit at a time, so
that they can be planted from week to week. The boys love coming to Hope
Reins, but love riding in the back of the ute more than planting trees!

Kids Round Up
Thursday afternoons during
s c ho o l h ol i d a ys ( ex c ept
January) for Preps to Year 7.
From 2pm to 5pm. $2 per child.
Dates: April 9 & 16

Pot Hope Dinners
Second Tuesday of every
month (except December and
January). Time: 6pm. Bring a
“pot” with cooked food, dessert
and drinks to share.
Dates: February 10; March 10;
April 14

Venue: 727 Eel Creek
Road, Gympie

Gypsy’s Bad Choice!
Gypsy is an older horse who only has one eye. She is getting a bit slow so we
decided to put her and Esther together in a smaller paddock so the two old ladies
could keep each other company and live a quiet and retired life. Gypsy wasn’t
sold on the idea and in the depths of the night made a really bad choice. She
decided to jump the fence and try and get back to her friends. We found her the
next morning with a cut leg and barely able to walk. We discovered later her knee
was hurt, probably a chipped bone. She is getting better, but we have to monitor
her movement constantly. For a time, we thought we might have to say goodbye
because she literally couldn’t move beyond a few halting steps to her water and
food. Her one bad decision could have utterly changed the course of her life.
Been
a ropin’
Christmas
Greetings
just for
you!

