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As we glance over the past year, we might see many 

challenges and struggles we’ve faced. Continued 

drought, sourcing horse feed, draining bank accounts, 

lack of water, the death of two of our well-loved and in-

tegral horses to our programs, a shortage of volun-

teers, and then, COVID-19 hit. There is no doubt it’s 

been our toughest year yet, and it’s important to 

acknowledge these obstacles, learn what we can from 

them, but not to rest in them!  

God has faithfully led us through the “Red Sea”, and He will continue to guide and provide for 

us, while ever Hope Reins is part of His plan to love our community!                                                                                   

So, what have we learned? Where does our hope come from? 

Hope can be found in knowing Hope Reins have an amazing, dedicated Board and team of vol-

unteers, who are responsible for the running of our everyday operations, as well as planning for 

the future! Also, our faithful donors have stuck with us through thick and thin, and we can only 

share hope with our local community and beyond because of their continued support!  Above 

all, we’ve learned that through every challenge, obstacle, success, and life touched— both hu-

man and horse—God is faithful! He has provided, and no obstacle is too big for Him to break 

through or to overcome. His provision for the past 10 years gives us hope for the future. He will 

make a way, according to His plan.  Of this we can be sure, and this hope will fuel us to keep 

going when it seems like there is no way. He is our hope, our source, and the reason we exist!   

I pray that whatever the future holds, with humility and expectation, we will keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus, as the C.E.O. of Hope Reins! He’s got this! 

Chairperson Report 

10 Years of Hope Reins 
Hope Is Our Fuel For Our 
Future 



Treasurer’s Report  

Another busy year has come and gone for Hope 
Reins and things towards the end of our financial 
year became very different indeed, not just for Hope 
Reins but for the whole world.  

During this year our donors have been faithful and 
we and our participants are so thankful for their com-
mitment to seeing Hope Reins continue in our com-
munity. 

Once again we have been through a season of 
drought which has put enormous pressure on our finances along with Kylie who has had the diffi-
cult task of sourcing hay and feed that is of suitable quality for the horses in our care. Kylie’s 
commitment to making sure we are getting quality can be seen in the happy faces of all our hors-
es. 

Covid – 19 hit us and we have had some donors who have had to make decisions to keep their 
families going which has led to a downturn in our income, however the Federal Government has 
to a degree helped to fill that gap and we are very grateful to a Prime Minister who acted quickly 
in very difficult circumstances.  

Hope Reins has been very busy applying for grants throughout the year with some success. 
Grants and donations are the mainstay of our income and once again we can only say thank you 
to our donors and sponsors who are generous to us. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say that as this is my last year as Treasurer what a privi-
lege it has been to have served Hope Reins and of course it brings me great pleasure to see so 
many lives changed over the 10 years. I will continue to be a volunteer with Hope Reins and look 
forward to assisting wherever I can. 

 



THE YEAR THAT WAS   
May 2019 to April 2020  
 

May 

Preparations in full swing for Winter Wonderland Ball 
Visit from Llew O’Brien with $5000 Volunteer Grant 

First big load on hay to newly finished Hay Shed 

June 

Pippa almost dies, but makes a miraculous recovery 

Winter Wonderland Ball 
July 

Site inspection and planning for signage for Gympie 
Muster (Hope Reins to receive a donation for their con-
tribution) 
Cataloguing over 800 signs 

August 
Kylie and Ruth spoke at Shine Conference 

Pippa and Praise visit Gympie High School 
Gympie Muster 
September 

Buying in loads of water 

Concern for Cokey Marshmallow 

October 

Pippa and Poppy visit James Nash 
High School 
Cokey dies 

Logan bitten by a brown snake 

Concept plans for Activity Centre 
started 

Victory College visit 
James Nash Visual Art Class also visit 

November 

Bushfires around Gympie 

More water 

Breakfast with Peter Irvine and Strategic Planning day 

5 ducks and 5 chickens born 

Praise dies 

December 

End of year Christmas celebra-
tion with Movie Night 
Hendra Vaccination day  
Dams very low—almost empty 

$1000 a week to feed horses 

Peer Skills Training 

Safe Talk Training 

Carols in the Park—HR volunteers collect money for 
Bushfire and Drought victim 

Gympie Drought declared—Julie and Ruth apply for 
grant to build activity centre (eligible for those in 
drought declared areas) 
Small dam de-silted and reshaped to increase capacity 

January 

$7000 of lucerne (at  $28 a bale)  Round bales still to be  
sourced.  Not much available in Qld except up near 
Townsville. 

$2000 a week spent on 
feeding horses 

Water bought 

Col Towner helped spread 
stockpiled poo over pad-
docks 

We turned 10 years old.  
(We were incorporated on 
Jan 22 2010.) 
Celebrated with a 10th 
birthday party and GIT UP 
Challenge 

Big plans for Birthday year 
ahead to raise awareness 
and funds  
February 

Rain 

Volunteer information 
session cancelled due to 
rain!!! 
Supporters Sunday post-
poned due to rain 

Dams starting to fill and grass growing 

Yasha injures eye and needs 2 hourly treatment for 3 
weeks 

Volunteer sessions cancelled due to wet a few times 

Hay arrives 

45mm of rain—fills newly reshaped dam 

March 

Destiny has an eye injury which lasts for more than a 
month of treatment 
Corona Virus concerns— Volunteers still continue to as-
sist in the operation of Hope Reins although some 
choose to stop 

Donor support drops 

Horse riding lessons begin here using our horses but un-
der private tutoring with Natasha Maree Training Stables 

New Car purchased 

April 
No Sunrise service this year for general public but Kylie 
and Ruth still install crosses 

ANZAC day—one of the crosses still utilized in the 
“Lighting the Dawn” ceremony 

Work begun on fixing driveway with CK Milling and Evac-
uation 

Programmes for 
Term 2 can-
celled  
Gympie Region 
still in drought— 
late season rain 
and therefore 
shorter growing 
season.  Not all 
of our dams 
were filled 

 



 

Feeling socially connected depends of the quality and number of meaningful relationships one 
can have as a whole.  If our connection as people depends on the energy that exists between 
people, where we feel seen, heard and valued; when we can give and receive without judgement 
and when we  derive sustenance and strength from the relationship, then it may well be our most 
basic need.  There has been some thought that our most basic needs are physical, but research 
is showing that without touch and connection, life is unsustainable. 

With loneliness reaching epidemic proportions in the world, particularly in young people under 18 
and people over 65, we need to, more than ever, be a community reaching out to the vulnerable, 
the hurting, the alone, and the isolated, and building relationships with them.   

Loving people is an expression of us loving God and us loving people expresses a loving God. 

In a COVID world, there is danger in terms like “social distancing” where  “physical distancing” is 
what is being asked.  When we socially distance, we set up a mind frame of exclusion, of fear of 
others, of emotional distancing from their situation and therefore a downgrading of our compas-
sionate response.  

Hope Reins is a relationship programme.  Our Brave On, Connect and C5 sessions all have an  
emphasis on loving the person and building a relationship that focusses on their individual needs.   
Instead of “social isolation” we need connection.  Instead of fear, we need faith and love.  Instead 
of distance we need togetherness.  Instead of individual needs and concerns, we need communi-
ty connection and hope for the future.   

We are confident God has designed Hope Reins for such a time as this. 

“ Why we need Hope and Connection in a Covid World 

Hope: common wish or desire for a particular thing to happen 

Biblical Hope: confident expectation of what God has promised and its strength is 
in His faithfulness 

Human connection: an energy exchange between people who are paying attention 
to one another.  It has the power to deepen the moment, inspire change and build 
trust. 

Social Connection: The relationships you have with the people around you.  It is 
one of the most essential elements for our health and well-being 

Vision:  Hope Reins is a faith-based relationship programme that assists people of all ages in 
the Gympie Region who live disadvantaged lives, develop living skills that will encourage them to 

reach their full potential. 

Mission:  
Rescue the Equine  
Restore Trust and hope  
Recreate, encouraging  
whole-person wellbeing 

Values:  Compassion,   
Hope, Relationships,           
Integrity, Safety, Teamwork 


